
Seeing the impact of the BotsIQ initiative in other parts of the country,  the National Tooling and Machining Association (NTMA) and 

Pittsburgh area companies spearheaded a local BotsIQ program.  The idea took off and quickly evolved into a pilot program involving six 

area career and technology centers.  Instructors were trained, teams formed and within a matter of months the very first BotsIQ competition 

was held in Southwestern Pennsylvania  in 2006.  By the second year, 17 schools competed.  Participation more than doubled again the 

third year.  Nearly forty schools  participated in the 2009 competition and the 2010 roster boasts just as many schools, with many schools 

fielding multiple teams.   You can see it all in the two-day event at  Century III Mall on Friday, April 16 and  Saturday, April 17, 2010. 

In the beginning, it was simply about entertainment.  When 

BattleBots aired on cable TV,  homemade, remote-controlled  robots squared off in competition.  

It made for good television and a fan-base that grew with each season.  Among the avid followers, producers noticed a great 

number of students who not only enjoyed the show, but wanted to get in on the action.  BotsIQ was born.  Show creators put 

together  a  Robotics Curriculum based on the National Curriculum Standards and 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology's (MIT) mechanical engineering methodology; Teacher 

Training; and a National Competition where students showcase their custom built robots, and 

compete for top honors.  That was seven years ago, and now the ñsmart sportò is sweeping the 

nation.  Students love BotsIQ because it makes education funð drawing on their knowledge of 

math, science, engineering and even public speaking.  Educators love BotsIQ because of the 

enthusiasm it sparks in their students and the resources it provides to their 

classroom.  But, itôs the manufacturing industry that is standing firmly  behind 

this new sport because of the potential impact it has on  business.  Young 

people who are interested in how things are made are the future of the high 

tech manufacturing workforce. 

 

What is BotsIQ? 

...In Southwestern PA 

The 2010 Teams 
Admiral Peary AVTS 

Beaver County CTC 

Belle Vernon Area HS 

Central Valley HS 

Central Westmoreland CTC *  

Clairton HS 

Connellsville Area HS 

Derry Area HS 

Eastern Westmoreland CTC* 

Fayette County AVTS  

Forbes Road CTC* 

Greater Latrobe Senior HS 

Hempfield Area HS 

Highlands HS 

Kiski Area HS 

Lenape Tech 

Montour HS 

Northern Westmoreland CTC* 

Norwin HS 

Penn Hills HS 

Plum HS  

Propel Andrew Street HS 

Punxsutawney Area HS  

Riverview Jr/Sr HS 

Schenley/Peabody HS 

Serra Catholic HS 

Shaler Area HS 

Somerset County Technology Center 

South Park HS 

Springdale Jr/Sr HS 

Steel Center AVTS 

Sto-Rox HS 

United Jr/Sr HS 

West Mifflin Area HS 

Western PA School for the Deaf 

 

* Indicates schools with 5 years of participation 



The growth of BotsIQ 

in southwestern PA would not be possible without a very 

dedicated group of people who believe in the future of young people.  This group includes 

education, government and industry representatives who have given their time, talents and resources to make this 

opportunity a reality.   A special thank you to the following: 

Thank You 

Miller Plastic Products, Inc. 
National Center for Defense Manufacturing & Machining 
**New Century Careers   
Northern Westmoreland Career and Technology Center 
Party Savvy 
PA State System of Higher Education/DCED  
PDS Industries, Inc. 
Penn State New Kensington 
Penn State Tool & Die Corporation   
Penn United Technologies, Inc. 
Pitt Tool & Die Company 
Plum Senior High School 
**Private Industry Council of Westmoreland/Fayette, Inc. 
Pyle Machine & Manufacturing Company 
Schroeder Industries 
Science Applications International Corporation 
Shumarôs Welding and Machine Services 
Sippel Company, Inc. 
SMC Business Councils 
Steel Center Area Vocational Technical School 
Taylor Rental Party Plus 
Technical Learning Consultants, Inc. 
Triangle Tech 
United Way of Westmoreland County 
**University of Pittsburgh Manufacturing Assistance Center   
Vangura Tool Company 
**Westmoreland County Community College 
**Westmoreland-Fayette Workforce Investment Board 
Westmoreland Mechanical Testing & Research, Inc. 
Westmoreland Now & Forever Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Westmoreland County 
 
 
 
**SWPA BotsIQ Management Team 

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT  SUPPORTING  OR  PARTICIPATING: 

www.BotsIQpa.org 

BAE Systems 
**Hamill Manufacturing 
**Jennison Corporation 
Manufacturing Industry Partnership of SWPA 
**Oberg Industries 
**Pittsburgh Chapter ð National Tooling & Machining Association 
Richard King Mellon Foundation 
Superbolt, Inc. 
 

Ace Wire Spring & Form Co. Inc. 
Advanced Manufacturing Career Collaborative 
Alcoa 
Allegheny Education Systems, Inc. 
Alle-Kiski Industries 
Astro Automation, Inc. 
Barry Nathan 
**California University of Pennsylvania 
Catalyst Connection 
**Central Westmoreland Career and Technology Center 
Clark Metal Products, Inc. 
CMU Dept. of Chemical Engineering Machine Shop 
Comcast Local Edition  
**Composidie, Inc. 
Curtis Wright Flow Control Company EMD 
Diamond Wire Spring Company 
Du-Co Ceramics Company 
Dura-Metal Products Corporation 
E.H. Schwab Company 
Elizabeth Carbide Components 
Elliott Company 
Evco Manufacturing 
F-Squared 
Femco Machine Company 
Forbes Road Career and Technology Center 
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Hodge Transmissions   
**Janet Ward 
Jatco Machine & Tool Company, Inc. 
JK Tool & Die, Inc. 
Kennametal Knowledge Center 
Kopp Glass, Inc. 
**Kurt J. Lesker Company   
LaBarge, Inc. 
L & S Machine Company 
Lenape Tech 
Lesleh Precision, Inc. 
Lockheed Martin AeroParts, Inc. 


